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FW: FYI -- signed enzi ltr re fenton

		From

		Chin, Lucita

		To

		Ward, W. Robert; Logan, Paul; Matsumoto, Kimi; Darman, Leslie

		Recipients

		Ward.Robert@epa.gov; Logan.Paul@epa.gov; Matsumoto.Kimi@epa.gov; Darman.Leslie@epa.gov



FYI - Final Encana response to Enzi



___________

Lucita Chin

Associate Regional Counsel

U.S. EPA Region 8

1595 Wynkoop St.

Denver, CO 80202

303.312.7832





-----Original Message-----

From: Bowling, Linda 

Sent: Tuesday, April 30, 2013 11:52 AM

To: Minter, Douglas; Jackson, Dan; Hoskie, Sadie; Chin, Lucita

Subject: FW: FYI -- signed enzi ltr re fenton



FYI



-----Original Message-----

From: Fells, Sandy 

Sent: Tuesday, April 30, 2013 11:48 AM

To: Bowling, Linda

Subject: FW: FYI -- signed enzi ltr re fenton







________________________________________

From: Fells, Sandy

Sent: Monday, April 29, 2013 2:35 PM

To: Schmit, Ayn; Faulk, Libby; Fay, Kate

Cc: Janifer, Pamela; Lippincott, Jim

Subject: FYI -- signed enzi ltr re fenton



All -- FYI
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The Honorable Michael B. Enzi
United States Senator

P.O. Box 33201

Casper, WY 82602-5012

Dear Senator Enzi:

Thank you for your April 2, 2013, letter on behalf of Mr. John Fenton of Pavillion, Wyoming.
Mr. Fenton had written to the Region 8 office of the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA)
with concerns regarding a potential exemption for the Madison Formation allowing it to be used
for disposal of fluids from oil and gas operations in Fremont County. I appreciate this
opportunity to provide the following information in response to Mr. Fenton’s concerns.

Currently, there is an aquifer exemption application before the Wyoming Oil and Gas
Conservation Commission (WOGCC) from Encana Oil and Gas USA, Inc. (Encana). WOGCC
forwarded the application to EPA Region 8 for informal review, since the EPA has a final
decision role following the conclusion of WOGCC’s process. The EPA’s decision authority on
aquifer exemption applications is found within the Underground Injection Control (UIC)
program under the Safe Drinking Water Act. In this case, WOGCC has authority to propose an
aquifer exemption, but this exemption will need the EPA’s approval for it to become final.

The purpose of the UIC program is to prevent underground injection which endangers sources of
drinking water. In promulgating its UIC regulations, the EPA chose a broad definition of
“underground sources of drinking water” (or “USDWs”) and included a process to exempt from
protection aquifers that have no real potential to serve as a source of drinking water.

Encana would like to dispose of Class II fluids produced with oil and gas into a portion of the
Madison Formation. The federal UIC aquifer exemption process requires that the WOGCC: 1)
notify the public and provide an opportunity for public comment on Encana’s injection proposal;
2) submit information to the EPA that supports the basis for WOGCC’s decision on Encana’s
proposal; and 3) send a formal request to the EPA for a final decision. We have not yet received
a formal request from WOGCC for our office to consider this aquifer exemption.

We appreciate your interest in this matter and will notify you of any findings or final decision
that our office may issue relating to Encana’s request to exempt a portion of the Madison







Formation. In the meantime, if you have questions or would like further information, please
contact me; or your staff may wish to contact Sandy Fells, Regional Congressional Liaison, at
303-312-6604 or fells.sandy@epa.gov.: 7+ 7y 2 71U A
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Sincerely,

Howard M. Cantor—
Acting Regional Administrator










